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A 


COMPARATIVE VIEW 


OF THE 
PRESENT LAWS 
AGAINST THE ILLICIT 


EXPORTATION or WOOL, Oe. 


AND THE 


BILL now depending in Pazxtrament for the ſame Purpoſe z 
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| WHEAEDY. ARE | | 
CHARGES brought againſt the ſaid BILL, 


SY THE 


RESOLUTIONS or Tus MEETINGS 


Held at the HOUSE of sm FOHN THOROLD, Baxr. 
and the THATCHED HOUSE TAVERN. 
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M. DCC.LXXXVIII. 


COMPARATIVE VIEW, 
Sc. Sc. 


A 


HE Woollen and Worſted Manufacturers, and others, Promoters of 

the Bill now depending in Parliament, the better to prevent the Illicit 
Exportation of Wool, &c. obſerving by the Reſolutions entered into at the 
Houſe of Sir Joun TroroLD, Baronet, by the Committee appointed to 
Oppole the abure-wentinned Rill. the th Day of this Inſtant April, that 
the Manufacturers are charged with attempting to increaſe the Oppreſſion 
under which the Landed I ntereſt had long laboured, by the Laws now in Force 
with reſpect to Wool; and that, according to thoſe Reſolutions, the ſaid Bill 
would ſubjeft the Graziers to many Reſtrictions and Difficulties, and expoſe 
them to the Hazard of continual Proſecutions, from the Temptations held forth 
fo unprincipled Informers ; and that the Counſel who ſhall be employed to plead 
for the Petitioners againſt the Bill, be inſirutted to point out the new Griev- 
ances with which the Landed Intereſt will be burthened, in caſe the ſaid Bill 
paſſes into a Law—and alſo obſerving, that by a Reſolution advertiſed - 
as entered into by the Meeting at the TyHaTcueD Housz Tavern on 
the 12th Inſtant, zhe Bill, if permitted to paſs, would be extremely op- 
preſſive and injurious to all Land Owners and Growers of Wool in this King- 
dom—in order that it may be known how far theſe Reſolutions are well 


founded, the Promoters of the above Bill beg Leaye to ſtate in one View, 
and 


2 


* 


and . ſo far as particularly concerns the Wool Growers what are 


the Reſtrictions and Regulations in the preſent Laws, and what are thoſe 
in the Bill now preſented to Parliament. 


OT ICE SAO 


The Reſtrictions and Regula- 
tions by the Laws now in 
being reſpecting Wool. 


1 NV. & M. c. xxxii. & 2. 
BE it enacted by the King and 


Queen's Moſt Excellent Majeſties, 


by and with the Advice and Conſent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral, and Commons in this preſent 
Parliament aſſembled, and by the 


Authority of the ſame, That all and 


every Owner of . Wogl, or their 
Agent or Agents, that ſhall at any 


Time carry, or cauſe to be carried, 


any Wool to any Port or Place on 
the Sea Coaſts, with an Intention to 
convey the ſame to any other Port or 
Place on the Sea Coaſts within the 


Kingdom of England, Dominion 


of Wales, or from the Town of 
Berwick upon Tweed, from whence 
the ſame may be ſhipped off, or 
otherwiſe tranſported, conveyed, or 
carried into Foreign Parts that the 
ſaid Owner or Owners ſhall, in 
the firſt place, cauſe a due En- 
try to be made of the ſaid Wool, 
at 


The like in the preſent Bill. 


Page 6. 


Ap be it enacted by the Autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That all and every 
Owner and Owners of Wool, or 
any other the ſaid herein- before 
enumerated Woollen and Worſted 
Articles, and which are hereby pro- 


hibited from being exported, or his, 
1. %, vi hei Agent or Agents, who 


ſhall at any Time hereafter carry, or 


cauſe to be carried, any Wool, or 


any other the ſaid Articles, to any 
Port or Place on the Sea Coaſt, with- 
in the ſaid Kingdom of Great Bri- 


tain, with an Intention to convey 


the ſame to any other Port or Place 
on the Sea Coaſt within the ſame 
Kingdom, from whence the ſame 
may be ſhipped off, or otherwiſe 


tranſported, conveyed, or carried into 


Foreign Parts—that the ſaid Owner 
or Owners, his, her, or their Agent 
or Agents, ſhall, in the firſt place, 


cauſe a due Entry to be made of the 
| ſaid 


L 853 


at the Port from whence the ſame 
ſhall be ſo intended to be convey- 
ed, containing the exact Weight, 
Marks, and Numbers of the ſame, 
before he or they preſume to load or 
carry away any of the ſaid Wool 
within Five Miles of any ſuch Port 
or Place on the Sea Coaſts from 
whence the ſame is ſo to be con- 
veyed. And if any Wool ſhall be 
carrying towards the Sea without 
being firſt entered in Manner afore- 
ſaid, the Wool ſo found, as alſo the 
Horſe or Horſes, Cart, Waggon, or 
other Beaſts or Carriages, conveying 
the ſame, ſhall be forfeited and loſt ; 
and the Perſon or Perſons carrying, 
driving, aiding, or abetting the 
ſame, ſhall ſuffer and forfeit in ſuch 
Manner as by the Laws and Statutes 
now in Force againſt the Exporta- 


tion of Wool, is provided, 


See. 


ſaid Wool, and other the aforeſaid 
Articles, at the Port from whence 
the ſame ſhall be ſo intended to 
be conveyed ; containing the exact 
Weight, Marks, and Numbers of the 
ſame, before he, ſhe, or they ſhall 
preſume to load or carry away any of 
the ſaid Wool, or the laſt aforeſaid 
Articles, within Five Miles of any 
ſuch Port or Place on the ſaid Sea 
Coaſts, from whence the ſame is or 
are ſo to be conveyed ; and if any 
Wool, or any other the aforeſaid 
Articles, ſhall be carrying towards 
the Sea, without being firſt entered 
in Manner aforeſaid, and without 
being accompanied with a Certificate 
of ſuch Entry, and which the Offi- 
cer with whom ſuch Entry ſhall be 


made is hereby required to give, 
the Wool, and other the aforcſaid 


Articles ſo found, and alſo the 
Horſe or Horſes, or other Beaſts, 
Cart, Waggon, or other Carriages 
conveying the ſame, ſhall be forfeit- 


ed, for the Benefit of the Perſon or 


Perſons who ſhall ſeize thereupon ; 
and the Perſon and Perſons carrying, 
driving, aiding, or abetting the ſame, - 
and who ſhall be thereof convicted, 
ſhall ſuffer and forfeit in like Manner 
as is herein-before enacted againſt 
Exporters of Wool, 


Page 
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Sect. 3. 


PROVIDED always, and it is here- 
by enacted and declared, That the 
foregoing Clauſe is not intended, 
nor ſhall be conſtrued to extend, to 


the hindering any Perſon or Perſons 


from carrying his or their Wool 
from the Place of ſhearing the ſame, 
on Horſes, or by Carts and Wag- 
gons, to his or their own Dwelling 
Houſe or Houſes, or Out Houſes 
thereunto belonging, though the 
ſame be within Five Miles, or leſs, 
of the Sea; ſo as ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons, within Ten Days after the 
ſhearing of the ſaid Wool, and be- 
fore he or they remove, or otherwiſe 
diſpoſe of the ſame, or any Part 
thereof, from the Place where it 


was firſt carried after ſhearing, do, 
under his or their Hands, certify to 


the Officers of the Cuſtoms, in the 


next adjacent Port, the true Quan- 


tity of the faid Wool; that is to ſay, 
of the Number of Fleeces, and 
where the ſame is houfed ; and that 
ſuch Perſon or Perfons do not re- 


move, or otherwife diſpoſe of the 


ſaid Wool to any other Place, with- 
out firſt certifying the Officer of 
ſuch Port, under his ar their Hands, 
of his Intention to remove the ſame, 
Three Days at leaſt before ſuch Re- 
moyal. And the Officer and Offi- 

cers 


E 
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PRroviDED always, and it is hereby 
enacted, That the aforeſaid Clauſe 
is not intended, nor ſhall be con- 
ſtrued to extend, to the hindering 
any Perſon or Perſons from carrying 
his, her, or their Wool from the 
Place of ſhearing the ſame, on Horſes, 
or by Carts and Waggons, to his, 
her, or their own Dwelling Houſe 
or Houſes, or Out Houſes thereunto 
belonging, though the ſame be with- 
in Five Miles, or leſs, of the Sea, fo 
as ſuch Perſon or Perſons, within 
Ten Days after the ſhearing of the 
ſaid Wool, and before he, ſhe, or 
they remove, or otherwiſe diſpoſe 
of the ſame, or any Part thereof, 


from the Place where it was firſt 
Carried after ſhoaring, do, under his, 


her, or their Hands, certify to the 
Officers of the Cuſtoms in the next 
adjacent Port, the true Quantity of 
the ſaid Wool; that is to ſay, of 
the Number of Fleeces, and where 
the ſame is houſed; and that ſuch 
Perſon or Perſons do not remove, or 
otherwiſe diſpoſe of the ſaid Wool, 
to any other Place, without firſt cer- 
tifying to the Officer of ſuch Port, 
under his, her, or their Hands, of 
his, her, or their Intention to re- 
move the ſame, Three Days at leaſt 
before ſuch Removal; and the Offi- 

cer 


to] | 


cers in the reſpective Ports, and the 
Limits of ſuch Ports, are hereby 
required to receive and keep ſuch 
Certificates, and to make a Regiſter 
of them. But in caſe any ſuch Per- 
ſon or Perſons ſhall negle& to make 
and ſend ſuch Certificate to the Of- 
ficer or Officers of the next adjacent 
Port as aforeſaid, or ſhall remove or 
otherwiſe diſpoſe of any of the ſaid 
Wool before ſuch Certificate of his 
Intention ſo to do be made and de- 
livered as aforeſaid, ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons ſhall have no Benefit by this 
Proviſo, but be liable to the Pe- 
nalties expreſſed in the aforegoing 
Clauſe. 


cer and Officers in the reſpective 
Ports, and the Limits of ſuch Ports, 
are hereby required to receive and 
keep ſuch Certificates, and to make 
a Regiſter of them. But in caſe any 
ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall neglect 
to make and ſend ſuch Certificate to 
the Officer or Officers of the next 
adjacent Port as aforeſaid, or ſhall 
remove, of otherwiſe diſpoſe of any 
of the ſaid Wool before ſuch Certi- 
ficate of his, her, or their Intention 
ſo to be made and delivered as afore- 
ſaid, ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall 
have no. Benefit by this Proviſo, but 
be liable to the Penalties expreſſed 
in the foregoing Clauſe. 


Sven, and ſuch only, are the Reſtrictions and Regulations upon the 


Wool Growers, which are contained in the Bill, and which have been im- 
poſed upon them tor near Une und; cd Nurs ,, except One, which reſpects 

the Counties of Kent and Suſſex only.—But perhaps the above-mentioned 
Reſolutions may refer to the Alteration made by the Bill in the Puniſhment 
of ſuch as ſhall be guilty of exporting Live Sheep or. Wool, &c, or know- 
ingly aiding or affiſting therein; and that theſe Alterations may be what 
thoſe Reſolutions mean by new Oppreſſions. But how far they deſerve to 
be deemed Oppreſſions, when compared with the Puniſhments inflicted by 
the preſent Laws, will belt appear by ſhewing likewiſe what are theſe Laws, 


and what is aſked for by the Bill. 


By the BiIIL. 


Page 3. 
Tus Exporters of Live Sheep 


ſhall, for the Firſt Offence, for- 
feit 


By the PRESENT Laws. 
. e . 
Tux Exporters of Live Sheep are 
for the Firſt Offence to forfeit and 
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% all their Goods for ever, ſuffer 
One Year's Impriſonment, and have 


their Left Hands cut off, and nailed. 


up in the openeſt Place of ſome Mar- 
Let; and Perſons often offending 
againſt this Statute ſhall be adjudged 
Felons, and /ufer Death. 

This Law is not confined to Sheep 
the Breed of this Kingdom, 


By 12 C. II. c. xxxii. 

THE Exporters of Wool are to 
forfeit Three Shillings for every 
Pound Weight; alſo the Ship em- 
ployed in ſuch Ex portation ſhall be 
forfeited, and the Goods and Chat- 


tels of the Maſter and Mariners 
thereof, Wh ſliull IIkewiſe be im- 


priſoned for the Space of Three 
Months. And every Perſon who 
ſhall be convicted of exporting 
Wool, ſhall be diſabled from reco- 
vering any Debt or Eſtate belonging 
to him. 


By 7 & 8 V. III. c. xxvili. 


No Ship or Veſſel ſhall export 


Wool, under the Forfeiture of ſuch 
Wool, and the Ship, and Treble the 


Value; and the Perſons aiding in 


ſuch 


tor a 


1 6 1 


feit for every Sheep 
exported, and ſuffer Impriſonment 
for a Time certain, and until the 
Penalty ſhall be paid; and for every 
other ſubſequent Offence ſhall for- 
feit a larger Sum for every ſuch 
Sheep, and ſuffer Impriſonment for 
a longer Time certain, and until the 
Forfeiture ſhall be paid. 

And in every Caſe the Sheep, and 
the Veſſel employed, to be for- 
feited. 


Page 4. | 
THAT the Exporters of Wool 
ſhall forfeit, for the Firſt Offence, 
Three Shillings for every Pound 
Weight exported, or a Sum certain, 
at the Election of the Perſon in- 


forming; and ſuffer Impriſonment 
ime certain, and until the 


Penalty ſhall be paid: And for 
every other ſubſequent Offence ſhall 
forfeit in like Manner, and ſuffer 
Impriſonment for a longer Time 
certain, and until the Penalty ſhall 
be paid; and the Wool, Ship, 


- Horſes, and Carriages employed in 


ſuch Exportation, ſhall be forfeited. 


14122 * N 
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ſuch Exportation ſhall ſuffer Three 
Years Impriſonment. [1 

And the Inhabitants of the Hun 
dred next adjoining to the Sea Coaſt, 
through which Wool ſhall happen | 4 
to be exported, ſhall forfeit Treble #1 
the Value of ſuch Wool. 


By 9g & 10 . III. c. x. 


| Tur Defendants in Actions for 
exporting Wool, may be arreſted 
and held to Bail. 


By 4 G. I. c. xi. 


Ir the Penalty incurred by the ex- 
porting of Wool be not paid within 
Three Months after Judgment ſhall 
be entered up, the Perſon convicted 
ſhall be tranſported in the ſame Man- 
ner as a Felon. 


Ir has beet ſuggeſted, that the Oppoſers of the Bill proclaim, as a 
Grievance new and unprecedented, the Power thereby given to Juſtices of 
the Peace, to determine Offences in a ſummary Way. In anſwer to this, 
the Promoters thereof deſire to refer to the 12 Geo. II. c. xxi. ſ. 18. 
whereby it is enacted, That all Actions, Suits, and Informations, com- 
menced upon that or any other Acts, for preventing the Exportation of 
Wool, may be entered and proſecuted (except where otherwiſe directed) in 
certain Courts therein mentioned, or before any Two Fuſtices of the Peace, in 
4 ſummary Way, at the Election of the Seizer or Informer. And, if it was 
neceſſary, it might be added, if not in Excuſe, yet in Extenuation of this. 
| Power,, 


ns that at the Time the Promoters of the Bill were deſirous that the 
Juſtices ſhould have this ſummary Juriſdictioncontinued, they might have 
an Opportunity of exerciſing it in Mercy; and for that Purpoſe have inſerted 
a Clauſe in the Bill, unknown in the preſent, Laws againſt r 


of Wool. See Page 20 of the Printed Bill. 


As to the Graziers being expoſed to the nd of Ga Proſceu⸗ 
tions, from the Temptations held forth by the Bill to unprincipled In- 
formers—it may be aſked, How any Penal Laws can be expected to be 
executed without holding forth Rewards to Informers ? and if they ſhould 
happen to be unprincipled, the Depravity of Human Nature is to be la- 
mented more than the Bill to be blamed. However, the ſame Objection 
holds againſt the preſent Statutes now in Force againſt the Exportation of 


Wool ; and therefore the rejecting of this Bill would not. * the removing 


of that Offepce, 


. 


* * Y 4 

* 9 * 
4 51 
1 r * + 4 _ 4 


